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Farm Life Exhibit Coming in October

Old Independence will host the nationally traveling
exhibit Farm Life: A Century of Change for Farm Families
and Their Neighbors, October 21-November 30.The exhibit
looks at what it means for families to live on and work the
land over the past 50 years. It is organized around four
familiar areas of farm-related activities — the farmhouse, the
fields, the barn and community gatherings.

Old Independence is displaying artifacts and
photographs from north central Arkansas to accompany the
exhibit. The museum has planned a series of special
programs in conjunction with Farm Life. At a gala musical
opening on October 19", Danny Dozier and friends will
perform music inspired by working the land. The October
27" family fun day will offer animals on-site, stories and
activities inside the museum. A brown bag lunch on Nov 1%,
will showcase the documentary Cabin Field. November 4"
brings an afternoon of gospel music and on November 11" a
talk by historian Brooks Blevins.

Museum staff encourages advance registration for
school tours for the Farm Life exhibit. Check the museum
web-site www.oirm.org or the North Arkansas Co-op for
information.

The Farm Life exhibit is possible through NEH on the Road, a special
initiative of the National Endowment for the Humanities, Farm Life: A Century
Of Change for Farm Families and Their Neighbors was organized by the
Chippewa Valley Museum, Eau Claire WI; it is traveling nationally through Mid
America Arts Alliance.

Amanda Nikkel New Docent Coordinator

Amanda Nikkel joined the Old Independence staff
as docent coordinator in September. She replaces Vikki
Roberson Gentry, who is expanding her bath & body firm
Body by Vikki, building a house in Mountain View and
generally keeping busy.

Amanda will take on scheduling, recruiting, and
appreciating the museum’s invaluable docent corps. A
longtime Old Independence volunteer herself, Amanda
brings first hand knowledge to the job.

Amanda comes to Old Independence with a
background in museum education. She has worked on the
staff of Historic Latta Plantation in North Carolina and The
Home Place in Kentucky as well as consulting and
volunteering with Historic Arkansas Museum and Old
Independence in Arkansas. Here in Batesville she served as
executive director of Main Street Batesville in 2004-2005
and currently serves on the board of that organization.
Amanda, her husband Brad and their daughter Clara live in
downtown Batesville.

Photo outesy fBrd Nikkel
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Old Independence Regional Museum Fall 2007
From the director Program Calendar
Jo Blatti
Sept 21 4:30 p.m.
Fall brings renewed Reception in honor of director Jo
energy and this year is no Blatti
exception. Old Independence Oct 19 7 p.m. Farm Life Exhibit opening &

will host the nationally
traveling exhibit - Farm Life:
A Century of Change for Farm Families and Their
Neighbors. Museum staff and volunteers have been
working for many months on special programs to
accompany the exhibit during its run in north central
Arkansas. Mark your calendar for the school tours,
musical events, family fun day and talks associated with
Farm Life.

Our holiday program this year will feature
readings from Christmases past. The program, which was
first researched and presented at Old Independence several
years ago, explores how Christmas changed from a rowdy
public event into the domestic, family-centered holiday we
celebrate today.

The museum is in a season of change as well. We
welcomed brand new staff member Amanda Nikkel on
page one. Administrative assistant April White joined the
staff in the spring, replacing Teresa Russell, who joined
her husband Bruce in Little Rock this summer after a long
commute. April brings a wonderful set of skills from the
Ozark Interpretive Association in Blanchard.

I’m part of the change as well — leaving Old
Independence this fall after eight rewarding and
productive years to see what is over the horizon. 1’m so
proud of what has been accomplished at the museum and
so appreciative of the friendship that | have experienced
here.

Come visit soon and please continue to support
Old Independence Regional Museum -

The Old Independence Regional Museum Newsletter is
published semi-annually and distributed free of charge to
friends of the museum, members, and volunteers.

President.........coooeeiiiiii i Tony Thompson
Executive DIreCtor ..........coveveviiiieiiiiiiinees Jo Blatti
Volunteer Curator of Collections.............. Twyla Wright
Docent Coordinator .............ccceveueennen. Amanda Nikkel
Gift Shop Manager ..........cccooveveiienns Frances Mathis
Administrative Assistant ....... .......c.cooeenne April White

Old Independence Regional Museum
P.O. Box 4506

Batesville, AR 72503
Phone: 870-793-2121

Web address: www.oirm.org

Fax: 870-793-2101
email: oirm@oirm.org

annual meeting
Danny Dozier and friends perform
music inspired by working the land

NEH Farm Life exhibit on view in
the main gallery

Oct 21- Nov 30

School tours Farm Life — Tuesdays
& Thursdays
Oct 27 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Family fun day activities — Farm Life
exhibit stories, churning, cornhusks
dolls, farm animals on display
Nov 1 Noon. Brown bag lunch
Screening & discussion of Cabin
Field with Bob Pest and Robert
Stroud
Nov 4 1:30to 5 p.m.
Gospel music concert - Farm Life
exhibit — Brockwell Music School,
Richwoods, Shady Lawn and Happy
Hollow Mennonite churches and
Friendship Baptist Church

Nov 10 Museum Madness fundraiser (TBC)

Nov 11 4 p.m. talk — Farm Life - Dr. Brooks
Blevins on the changing nature of
agriculture in north central Arkansas.

Dec 9 2p.m.

Readings from Christmas Past

The Old Independence Regional Museum Gift Shop
will soon be bursting the seams with new books and toys
ordered in conjunction with the “Farm Life” exhibit in
October and November.

Starting in October, the Gift Shop will be
spotlighting certain authors and books each month. The first
will be George E. Lankford’s newest book Reachable Stars.
Dr. Lankford has consistently supported O.1.R.M. and we are
pleased to have his works in our Gift Shop.

Our current Director, Jo Blatti, will soon be leaving
her position. We wish her much success in her future.
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Curator's Column
by Twyla Gill Wright

We are honored and thrilled with the McGinnis
family’s choice to add substantially to the large fund
gathered in memory of Clyde McGinnis. This fund has
allowed the museum to purchase 57 rolls of microfilm of
the “Batesville Guard” newspaper (1907 — 1959). We now
have them accessioned and ready for researchers to view!

This year we have already processed 125
collections, some containing many items. Several more are
sitting on our “to be accessioned” shelves, waiting for
volunteers to describe each piece, enter descriptions into
the computer, and clean and store them. Sad to say — | can
only mention a few of those 125 here!

Danny Dozier — 101 photographs of White River Lock and
Dam construction 1905-1908, and an Order of Knights of
Pythias belt.

Laurence & Evalene Williams — Bee Smoker and cookie
bucket.

Kay Longenbach — photo albums of Pfeiffer Stone
Company, photographic pages of Wolford marble and
quarried stone samples (donated through her by her father
Bill Wolford sr. and her mother Alice M. Wolford, along
with newspaper article about him); a note spindle,
handkerchiefs, quilt block, parlor gas heater, early tin can
sealer.

Jim Barnett — Pioneer football programs 1945-1960
June Armstrong — photographs and documents from the
Cornelius and Lawyer families during the 1930s, including
Resettlement Administration business and home
management plans and loans in Fulton County.

Terri Barnes — clothing from the Kathleeen Barnes and
Fonteen Simmons estate: fur cape and fox stole, dresses,
and Confederate bills.

Doyle and Raye Rogers — 15 grade books kept by B.H.S.
teacher Ella Albright dated 1917- 1934.

Mildred Arnold — shadow box containing Pfc. Alfred A.
Arnold’s World War 1l ribbons, cap, dogtags, medals and
photograph.

Alfred Barnett — military artifacts memorializing two
Independence County brothers, Melvin H. and John
Richard Barnett, who died on the same day during the
Korean War.

Earlene McMullin — photographs and maps and booklets
of Fort Raymond, Seward, Alaska.

Lim Parks — artifacts from the Parks/Handford family,
including photos, a BHS commencement program from
1893, programs from the 1943s.

Mary Painter — 20 ladies’ hats dating from the1920s to
1960s.

Carter Yeatman — Book: “A Picture of the Desolated
States and Work of Restoration” 1868, a silk crepe and
satin dress, ca 1900, worn by his grandmother, a Boy Scout
medical kit, an Antebellum white cotton coverlet, a framed
1846 “Ornamental Map of the United States and Mexico.”

Shirley Bishop —a summer 1890s corset, a 1910 long skirt,
“tap style” nightwear, and silk wrap.

Bill and Debbie DaBoll — handkerchief, gloves, a 1930s
RexAir vacuum cleaner, hand towels, and a 1960s travel
coffee pot and its case.

Please know that we appreciate every item that you bring
our way and look forward to being able to display them as
we can.

Photo courtesy of OIRM Collection

From Left: First Community Chairman and CEO Dale Cole,
President and COO Boris Dover and Vice President of Marketing
Laura Cornett with Old Independence Education Endowment
Campaign Co-Chair Dr. Ben Hipp, Curator Twyla Wright and
Trustee Arthur Montgomery at August 16, 2007 ceremony
inaugurating the First Community Bank Gallery generously
underwritten as part of the Phase Il expansion project.

Education Endowment in the Home Stretch

Thanks to the generosity of many friends of the
museum, the NEH Education Endowment campaign, co-
chaired by Dr. Ben Hipp and Neil Wilkins, continues to
move well ahead of schedule. At this writing, Old
Independence needs to raise only $30,000 to receive the
remaining matching funds and fully endow the education
position. This part time staff position will be dedicated to
work with families and schools.

Many thanks to all who have helped us to move so
far toward this goal of expanded community service. With
your support, your museum has raised more than $800,000
in the past three years. This enabled Old Independence to
open its entire building to public use with new galleries,
exhibits, expanded program space, and collection care
facilities. Join First Community Bank and many other
valued supporters. Help put us over the top and fill the
position that will share those resources with the 12-county
service area. Contact Dr. Ben Hipp or Neil Wilkins at the
museum office (870-793-2121) for more information about
the Education Endowment Campaign.
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OIRM Memberships

Senior

Billy Adams

Betsy F. Benton

Jimmie Jean Pate Bowman
Joanna Buchanan
William Coe

Ruby D. Cooper

Betty & George Crutcher
Jo Cudd

Sandy Deckard

Janice Eddleman

Lois Etheridge

Carol Fulton

Carl Garner

Velma McSpadden Gould
Dorothy Grimm

Carolyn Beaverson Guenzel
Mary Gail Harley

Mary Harmon

Doris Harper

Jack Helm

James A. Hester
Theodora Hightower
Frances Jernigan

Jean Jernigan

N.E. Johnston

Stephen D. Kearbey Jr.
Barbara Rutherford Keedy
William Kramer

LaVerl Mason

Carolyn McClure

Earlene Meachum McMullin
Beth Meacham

Marian P. Milum

John Troy Moore

Nancy A. Moore

Jane H. Parker

Bertha Perkey

Connie Schirmer

Joan Sellers

Hope Spragins

Katherine Stokes

Linda Sutton

Dorma Talburt

Phyllis Terhune

Mildred Thomas

Roy G. Thomas

Individual
Catherine Abner
Judy Babcock
Denise Baker
Valerie Bennett
Brooks Blevins
Ernestine Boyce

Memberships Cont.

Christine Buck
Jerry Carlew
Rosemary Catton

Batesville Collector’s Club
Kenneth & Connie Crymes

John Davis

Sally Fann

Dwight Ford

Vikki Gentry

Carol Gifford
Elizabeth Glenn

Lois Goff

Janet A. Gray

Lou Ann Hance
Annas Heasley
Virginia Henry

Bill Hoskins

Kathryn Lemon
Jimmy Liles

Frances Mathis
Cheryl Matthews
Marian McGinnis
Anna Mae McSpadden
Mary Cooper Miller
Ann Mobley

Susan Mosier
Amanda Nikkel

Craig Ogilvie

Joseph Parks

Robbie Purdom

Jane Purtle

Estell Rucker

James Rutherford
Julie Sandy

Patti Pool Snowden
Kay Southerland
David Taylor

Jerry & Dianne Taylor
Frank Tripp

Mary Vandiver

Linda Wann

Shelia Whiston-Fox
Mrs. Franklin Williams
Mrs. John Quincy Wolf

Family

Blair & Paulette Arnold
H.D. & Sissy Bailey
Anne Bechdoldt

Dr. & Mrs. R.E. Bell
Dr. William C. Beller
Polly Bennett

Fred & Elsie Blankenship

Armilda P. Brodie
Arvie & Margaret Burks
Bill & Patty Cash

Memberships Cont.

Shirley & Mickey Coe

Sam & Kate Cooke

Donald & Joan Cooper
Dorothy & Tom Dodson
George & Dela Mae Dortch
Elizabeth Evans

R.B. & Nona Floyd

Leslie & Mary Beth Frensley
Helen Fulbright

John Gregg

Donald & Emma Lou Hedden
Ed & Valerie Holler

Paul & Barbara Hoover

Joe & Dawn James
William & Billie Jett

W.A. & Bettye Jones

Dr. & Mrs. Aubrey Joseph
Guy & Charlotte Lacy

Jan Smith & Doug Lee
Jack & Eva Luster

Charles & Shirley Marable
Michele McCann

Gary & Tommie McDonald
Max & Susan McEImurry
Zack & Lenora Maobley
Jack & Anne Moore

Larry & Jaydine Morton
Joe & Kay Pool

Judy Purnell

Paul & Ann Rhodes
William & Carol Robertson
Charlie & Ruby Schaaf
Robert S. Stroud

John & Martha Taylor

Neil & Beverly Wilkins
JoAnn & Mid Wooten

Friend

Jim & Lois Barnett

David & Suzanne Blair
Newt & Jean Blankenship
Robert Carius

Woody & Melissa Castleberry
George & Marilynn Chlebak
Jim & Jean Crouch

Gerald Fulbright

Sherry Hayes

Paul & Virginia Henry
Carolyn Craig Keeble

Mike & Myra Kendall
Matthew Luoma

Guy & Sara Moseley
Michael Moser

Virginia Moser

Jay & Cathy Shell

Fran Troy

Mr. & Mrs. Carter Yeatman

Newsletter page 4



Old Independence Regional Museum

Fall 2007

Farm Life Sponsors - To Date

AgHeritage Farm Credit Services
Griffin Seed & Grain Company
Merchants & Planters Bank
Midwest Lime Company

Ann Griffin Moore

I.N. Barnett Farm

Independence Co. Farm Bureau
Independence Co. Quorum Court
Natural State Meat Co. Meacham Packing
North Arkansas Farm Supply
Mark A. Williams

Williams Equipment

OIRM Day Sponsors

Old Independence Society
First Community Bank

Doyle & Raye Rogers
Yellowbook

Benefactor

Arkansas Lime Company
Batesville Preservation Association
Judge & Mrs. John Norman Harkey
Jane Jameson

LaCroix Optical Co.

Henry & Carolyn Nichols

White Rodgers Co.

Sustainer

Batesville Rotary Club
FutureFuel Chemical Co.
George Lankford

I.N. Barnett Family
Midwest Lime Co.

Steve & Ellen Massey
Freeman & Aline Mobley
Frank & Loretta Shell
Robert & Deborah Stroud
Wal-Mart of Batesville
Dennis & Twyla Wright

Patron Day

Dave & Cindy Allen
Charles & Betty Barnett
Nelson & Sandy Barnett
City of Batesville
Batesville Daily Guard
Batesville Kiwanis Club
David & Mary Ann Bell
Steve Bell

Larry & Martha Bentley

Jo Blatti

Faye Bone

Wayne Boyce

Nancy Britton

Paul & Joni Bube

Sylvia Crosby

Boris & Pamela Dover
Econo-Mart Pharmacy
Gary & Una Dell Edwards
First National Banking Company
Lanny & Debbie Frazier
Pat & Mary Lea

Polly Livingston

Lyon College

Mary Ann Marshall

David McCord

Doreen McDonald

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Montgomery
Dan & Nancy Orr

Lim & Laura Parks
Audrey & Glen Pool

Mrs. Lisenne Rockefeller
Carl & Amy Shaver

Sims Wholesale Inc.

Bob & Mary Slaughter
Roller-Crouch Funeral Home
Ronald & Caroline Spillers
Barbara & Jack Stevenson
Avondale Street

Charles & Rachel Taylor
Terrell & Diane Tebbetts
Jackson County

State Farm Insurance
White River Materials

Jim & Kathy Wilson

Farm Life School Tours

Attention teachers: contact the museum to
reserve a time for school tours of the Farm Life
exhibit. School tours are scheduled on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

When you call to reserve your day and time
you will receive teacher support materials
specifically designed for this exhibit. These
include a glossary of terms, pre-visit lesson
plans, post visit lesson plans and children’s
book lists, web site and film suggestions.

Call the museum at 870-793-2121 or e-mail
April@oirm.org or Amanda@oirm.org for
information about this special program. We
look forward to sharing Farm Life with your
students.
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P.O. Box 4506
Batesville, AR 72503

Membership Benefits
Individual - $30

e  Unlimited admission to museum and library
Receipt of our newsletter
Invitations to special events at the museum
Discounts at the museum gift shop
Reduced prices for ticketed programs
The knowledge that you are helping the
museum expand its programs and serve our
regional community
Senior Citizen/Student - $20

¢ Individual benefits at a reduced rate
Family/dual - $50

¢ Individual benefits and:

e  Unlimited admission for two adults and family

members under 18

e  Two guest passes
Friend - $100

e  Family benefits and:

e  Four guest passes

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT #459
BATESVILLE, AR

Day Sponsor/Patron $250- 1 day
e  Friend benefits and:
e  Selection of day to sponsor
o Individual membership awarded to someone of your
choice
Day Sponsor/ Sustainer - $500 - 2 days
e  Patron benefits plus :
e Selection of 2 days to sponsor
Day Sponsor/Benefactor - $1000 - 4 days
e  Patron benefits plus:
e Selection of 4 days to sponsor
e  First museum visit free for all employees, plus 10%
discount on membership for all employees
Old Independence Society-$1750-1 week
e Benefactor benefits plus:
e Selection of 7 days to sponsor
e Free use of Museum facilities once annually for a
program, reception or catered meal. Museum staff
can assist in identifying programs or catering
services; expenses of the event are the responsibility
of the member.

Call the museum office at 870-793-2121 for information about business, corporate, and other opportunities to support regional

history and cultural activities at Old Independence.

Name
Cash Check PLEASE CIRLE ONE
Address _
Credit Card # VISA
Phone EXPIRES MASTERCARD
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